
 
 

 
 

 
 

Register Now! 
 

Poetry Out Loud is organized by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation; it is 
administered at the state level by the Maine Arts Commission. Begun in high schools nationwide in 2006, this 
dynamic program encourages our nation's youth to learn about great poetry through memorization and 
recitation. Poetry Out Loud helps students master public speaking skills, build self-confidence and learn about 
their literary heritage. In addition to providing a meaningful educational experience of poetry in written and 
spoken form, over $100,000 in awards is given to successful students and schools at the state and national 
level, including $20,000 awarded to the National Champion.  
 
The Maine Arts Commission is pleased to announce that schools can now find online all information about 
Poetry Out Loud 2014-2015 and register quickly and easily. Schools must register with the Maine Arts 
Commission by November 6, 2015. Immediately following registration, your school will be sent this year’s 
program materials and teacher toolkits, which include the Poetry Out Loud 2015-2016 Teacher’s Guide. 
 
We are thrilled that almost 10,000 students and more than 230 teachers from 50 high schools across Maine 
participated in Poetry Out Loud in 2014-2015. That is a new record for us. We anticipate that 2015-2016 will be 
just as exciting and we encourage all teachers to consider giving their students throughout your school the 
opportunity to shine in this nationwide celebration of poetry!  
 
Please take a few minutes to view and share the promotional national video entitled “Get Involved in POL.” Also, 
the Maine Arts Commission has produced a short video highlighting the 2015 Maine State Finals. Lastly, we 
recommend that you share a short article from The Atlantic entitled “Why Teaching Poetry Is So Important” with 
students, teaching colleagues, administrators and parents. It is our hope that these three resources may help 
you publicize Poetry Out Loud in your school and support your school’s participation in the program this year. 
 
Please note that Poetry Out Loud can take place in your school anytime between now and January 8, 2016, as 
the program does not require full class periods and can be completed in just two to three weeks. However, 
teachers are encouraged to consider making Poetry Out Loud a larger part of their school’s curriculum. Specific 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1HcEvYl1pGQw2EMO2Egy_OoihGMbHdccIwfBexvEWVEA/viewform
http://mainearts.maine.gov/Pages/Education/POL-Home
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1HcEvYl1pGQw2EMO2Egy_OoihGMbHdccIwfBexvEWVEA/viewform
https://youtu.be/b9FQRW0QEac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XST7EdC3qQ
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/04/why-teaching-poetry-is-so-important/360346/


lesson plans are available at www.poetryoutloud.org/teaching-resources/lesson-plans. In addition, an 
explanation of the alignment with both the NCTE (National Council of Teachers of English) Standards and 
Common Core State Standards is available at www.poetryoutloud.org/teaching-resources/ncte-english-teaching-
standards. 
 
Please review the following timeline as you consider registering your school:  
 
September – November 2015 School Registration (ongoing) 
November 6, 2015 Last day to register for Poetry Out Loud 
January 8, 2016 Last day for school-wide competitions 
January 15, 2016 Last day for Regional Finals Registration 
February 1 2016 Southern Regional Workshop (4-6 p.m.)  

(Portland Public Library) 
February 5, 2016 Snow date for Southern Regional Workshop 
February 8, 2016 Northern Regional Workshop (4-6 p.m.)  

(Hampden Academy) 
February 9, 2016 Snow date for Northern Regional Workshop 
February 10, 2016 Southern Maine Regional Finals  

(City Theater, Biddeford) 
February 11, 2016 Snow date for Southern Maine Regional Finals 
February 29, 2016 Northern Maine Regional Finals  

(Performing Arts Center, Hampden Academy) 
March 1, 2016 Snow date for Northern Maine Regional Finals 
March 15, 2016 Maine State Finals (Waterville Opera House) 
March 16, 2016 Snow date for Maine State Finals 
May 2-4, 2016 Poetry Out Loud National Finals (Washington, DC) 
 
 
The Maine Arts Commission believes that the arts are an essential part of a well-rounded education. Through 
our Arts Education program, we create and support innovative arts learning opportunities that engage both 
students and teachers in creative thinking, arts participation and the building of vibrant learning communities. 
Please visit mainearts.maine.gov/Pages/Education/Arts-in-Education to find more information about the benefits 
of Poetry Out Loud, as well as information on all educational programming offered by the Maine Arts 
Commission.  
 
If we can provide any assistance with registration or program planning for your school’s Poetry Out Loud 
program, please contact us.  
 
Best wishes for a bright and productive new school year! 
 
 

      
Ms. Argy Nestor      Don Reutershan 
Director of Arts Education     Poetry Out Loud State Coordinator 
Maine Arts Commission     don.reutershan@gmail.com 
207.287.2713 
argy.nestor@maine.gov 
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